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The Thirst, Underground Wine Society

Chef Todd English and pop up restaurateur Alan Philips, team up to launch The Thirst in November
(New York, NY, November 9th, 2010)– Launching on November 18th at 8:30 p.m., in a “yet to be announced” Manhattan location, comes The Thirst, Underground Wine Society.  Brought to you by Chef Todd English, in collaboration with Pop Up Restaurateur Alan Philips’ Guerilla Culinary Brigade, The Thirst, Underground Wine Society, is a secret roaming dinner and cocktail party centered on wine and cocktail culture. The mission of the society is to promote wine, cocktails, sommeliers, mixologists, and the associated cuisines through gastronomic experiences in undisclosed yet remarkable locations.  The Thirst’s debut experience, the “Inaugural Crush Wine Tasting & Dinner Party,” celebrates the harvest of Bordeaux and Burgundy, and features a 4 –course decadent feast by Chef Todd English accompanied by cocktail and wine pairings complemented by live entertainment and on-site sommeliers. This will be the only Thirst experience in 2010 and the society is planning multiple experiences for 2011. Reservations are required; requests can be submitted through ThePopUpRestaurant.com.
The menu, décor, and experience for inaugural Burgundy & Bordeaux Crush Wine Tasting & Dinner Party will be inspired by the historic French countryside.  English and Philips chose these varietals to launch the society as “We share a passion for the culture, feelings, and food of French winemakers.  We felt the society should pay homage by commencing in the most prestigious wine regions of the world, the ‘cradle of wine culture’, Bordeaux and Burgundy.”  When asked about the menu, which will be released later this week, English notes “Our guests should expect to indulge in a decadent feast that will pair perfectly with these fabulous wines and be presented in truly special way.”   
Renowned French producers Latour and Tatone, as well as Tesseron Cognac, will provide the wines & spirits for the experience.  Philips says, “We are excited to offer our members these spectacular wines and cocktails. The society is about allowing our members the opportunity to try wine, food, and spirits they normally would not be able to, and share these passions in an incredible environment.”  
The idea for The Thirst arose from Alan Philips’ passion for combining food, drink, and entertainment to create memorable, yet fleeting, culinary experiences. After years of working with industry greats such as Wolfgang Puck, Drew Nieporent, Rande Gerber, Noah Tepperberg, and the success of his original pop up restaurants The Feast and The Hunger, Philips feels The Thirst is ultimate platform for socializing in the world of wine, food, and cocktails.  The evenings are set up like a magnificent dinner parties, where guests are encouraged to interact and share their passions. “The Thirst is the ultimate combination of dinner party and education; you will leave with more than a full belly and a hangover. You be part of a group that shares life’s driving force, passion.” 
